MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

6. Concerning the Bishrlyah among them. These are the
followers of Bishr ibn-al-Mu'tamir.1 Some of his brother
Kadariyah condemned his views on certain points in which
he is considered right by other Kadariyah. For instance,
they condemned his view that Allah was capable of so much
kindness that if he showed it to an infidel, it would make
that infidel involuntarily a believer. They also condemned
his view that if Allah had first created the wise in paradise,
thus favoring them, it would have been better for them.
They also condemned his view that if Allah should know-
that by lengthening the life of a man, that slave would be-
come a believer, then to lengthen his life would be better
for him than to- have him die a heretic. Moreover, they
142 condemned his view that Allah does not cease desiring; and
also his view that if Allah knows that a certain act is to be
committed by a man and does not forbid it, then he has de-
sired its occurrence. In these five views which the Basrah
Mu'tazilah condemned, Bishr was right while in reality
those who condemned him were themselves worthy of con-
demnation. All the other matters, however, are hateful
heresies, and we condemn Bishr as an unbeliever. First of
all, we condemn; his view that Allah is not a friend to1 the
believer in the state of his belief, nor an enemy to am un-
believer in the state of his unbelief. It was necessary to
condemn him for this, since it is contrary to the view of all
Moslems as well as our immediate followers; for we say that
Allah does not cease being a friend to him whom he knows
to have been his friend, while he was alive; and an enemy to
him whom he knows to> have been an unbeliever during his
life and to have died in his unbelief. He is therefore his
enemy before his unbelief, in the state of his unbelief, and
after his death. As to these main points, the Mu'tazilah, all
except Bishr, held that Allah is not a friend to a man before

1 See note on page 134.
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